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W O R S H I P  

W I T H  U S  

SUNDAY 

8:00 A.M.  

Classic Grace 

(Traditional Worship) 

~~~  

9:30 A.M. 

Prayer & Praise 

(Contemporary) 

  

Sunday School               

Koetz Hall 

  

~~~  

10:45 A.M. 

Joyful Noise 

(Contemporary) 

~~~~~~  

  

  

Please submit articles 

to be included in the 

July Memos by June 

23rd. 

You may email them 

to the church office, 

or to:  ottowoman16 

@yahoo.com, or put 

them in the Memos 

box in the church                  

office.  Thanks! 

L E A R N  

W I T H  U S  

SUNDAY 

9:30 A.M. & 10:45 

Adult Bible Study 
Fellowship Hall 

  

Monday 

7:00 P.M. 

Celebrate Recovery 

~~~  

  

Wednesday 

9:30 A.M. 

Adult Bible Study 
Fellowship Hall 

  

7:00 P.M. 

Confirmation 
Fellowship Hall 

  

~~~  
  

Thursday 

7:00 P.M. 

Womenõs Bible Study 

  

~~~  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

In a recent ABC News poll: 
  

  ñIn one of the most dramatic shifts, 15% of Americans now 

say they have no religion, a figure that has almost doubled 

in 18 years. Americans with no religious preference are 

now larger than all other major religious groups except 

Catholic and Baptist.ò 

 A conservative estimate based on area church at-

tendance figures indicates that only 1 in 5 residents of 

Worth are in church on a given Sunday. Roughly 80% of 

our community is unchurched. This is likely true for the sur-

rounding communities of the Palosô, Chicago Ridge, Oak 

Lawn and others as well.  

 I spoke to a friend yesterday who attends an area 

church who said worship attendance has been declining in 

their church at the rate of 4% per year, for the last 15 years. 

Other churches in our area are experiencing the same kind 

of decline. 

 Jesus said the fields are white for harvest, but the 

laborers are few. He told us to pray the Lord of the Harvest 

that He would send out workers into the vineyard. At St. 

Mark we have recently begun to do just that.  

 Last week our Church council passed a resolution to 

make this a ñYear of Evangelismò at St. Mark. So far this 

Evangelism emphasis will include the following specific 

strategies: 
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An outreach Task Force led by our Evangelism 

Chair John Carey is planning a door-knocking 

campaign designed to touch each and every 

household in the village of Worth. (4,500 fami-

lies).  
  
The door to door procedure is for callers to:  

 

1.  Introduce themselves as being from St. Mark 

2. Ask if they have any thing they would like 

the church to pray for at the following Sundays  

service,   (and almost everyone will), 

3. Leave a St Mark brochure and DVD with 

them.  

 

The calls will begin in July. 

 

I will teach a 3 session class (beginning Sunday 

June 5 at 3 PM on Intentional Christian Disci-

pleship. The class will focus on teaching people 

how the average Christian can live out ñDo-

able Evangelismò with their friends and neigh-

bors.   

Nothing heroic, nothing pushy, nothing reli-

gious, nothing particularly bold, just do-able for 

the average shy Lutheran. Just something that 

you will find within your comfort range. Evan-

gelism that is Do-able. 

 

In addition to being in the Worth Days parade, our 

congregation has been asked to take a larger 

part in the Worth Days celebration. We hope to 

use this as an opportunity to invite people from 

our community to come and see whatôs going 

on at St. Mark. 

Each of our committees will be praying, thinking, 

and planning about what we can do as a church 

to reach out to the unchurched and unbelieving 

people of our community.  

We are establishing a publicity position whose task 

it is to get the word out to our community about 

the exciting events and classes offered at St. 

Mark and open to the community. 

This is an exciting time in the life of our 

church. I believe it is an important priority, and 

perhaps even a do-or-die issue for the life and 

future of the St Mark that we all love.  I hope 

and pray that you will become an active part of 

this evangelism ministry in whatever way you 

can, as you seek to serve the Lord of the Har-

vest and his call. 

                                 Your brother in Christ,  

 

                                                          Pastor Jay   

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Please be aware of our Summer schedule 

which begins on May 31, 2001. 
 

 

Summer Worship Schedule  

Sunday 8:00am - 9:00am - Classic Grace  

(Traditional Lutheran Liturgy)  

Sunday 9:30am - 10:30am - Prayer & 

Praise (Contemporary Service with Praise 

Hymn) 

Sunday 10:45am - Joyful Noise  - (Youth 

Oriented Contemporary Praise with Praise 

Hymn) 

Tuesday 7:00pm - (Contemporary Praise 

with Praise Hymn)  

During the summer (from May through Au-

gust) the 9:30am children's Sunday school 

is on hiatus.  

  

Vacation Bible school will be held in the 

evenings from August 1 ñ5 
  

  



 For the homebound in-

cluding : Lorraine Roshnagel, 

Fred Dietrich, Helen Laschober, 

Wally Huscher, Diane 

Anetsberger,  Helen Highland, 

Helen Laschober, Calvin Porter, 

Mildred Hense, and Carl Flaws. 

 

For those serving in the 

military including:  Suzanne 

Han, Christopher Freitag, Luke 

Bialcyk, Jeremy Hermes, Bradley 

Hojek, Nathan Rogers, Shaun 

Willoughby, Brian Schopper, Kyle 

Kuchenbecker, Isaac Bartosik, Aa-

ron Feltz, and Ron Brasel. 
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Let us pray . . . 

 
 For  Pastor Jay, Betty Witte, 

Bob Haller, Ken Elsner, Dianne 

Willoughby, Joan Silke, Donna 

Gutierrez, Mark Karner, Bob 

Higdon, Norm Elder, Rich Rossner, 

Maxine Kucala, Christy Johnson, 

Ubaldo Bivian, Stephanie Dajautus, 

Leona Wolski. 

 

President Obama and other world 

leaders, and Bishops Mark Hansen 

and Wayne Miller all Christian 

church leaders and those who expe-

rienced tragedy due to the recent 

devastating tornadoes and storms. 

 

 

 
 

HELP WANTED 

St. Mark is looking for some-
one to write/edit the Memos 
monthly newsletter. There is 
no pay but you will receive a 
hearty handshake and a pat 
on the back. Please call the 
church office or Kathy Otto 
(708-233-7379) if you are      
interested.                                
       
    Thanks! 

      
   Grant that 
I may not 
pray alone 
with the 
mouth; help 
me that I 
may pray 
from the 
depths of my 
heart. "   
 
 
Martin Luther    

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-

ing, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understand-

ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:6, 7)  

 
 

***************************************** 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

 

Three new groups will be beginning soon; the top-

ics include: 

 

Marriage Enrichment begins June 4th 

Parenting for GrandparentsðJuly 

And 

ñBad Girls of the Bibleò - July 

 
 

                



KIDõS KORNER  
WORD MINING 

How many words can you make from 

ñRESURRECTIONò ? 

There are at least 50 words (3 letters or more) to 

find. Good luck! 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 

In Thy gracious hands I am; 

Make me, Savior, what Thou art, 

Live Thyself within my heart. 
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WEEKLY JOBS LISTINGS      

can be found on the Lutheran Job Search Net-
work. To find the ñJob Listingò for the week, go to 
www.mypersonaljourney.org , then click on the 
phrase ñJobs Listing for Week of ñXò (Click here). 
The site will download a PDF of that weekôs Job 
Listings.  

 Questions? Contact Paul Sheehan, pmshee-
han91@gmail.com  

(312)772 -5076  

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JUNEBUGS 

 

 
1. Josh Griffin 

4. Wally Huscher, Dan Johnson 

5. Anika Doutt 

6. Sheila OôNeill-Whalen 

7. Mike Oblak 

8. Kacey Powers 

9. Carol Ambrose, Meagan Ruger 

11. Lezley Zubaty, Samantha Craig, Noah Gunderson 

12. Karen Swenson, Katie Garlic, James Dixon Jr. 

13.  Garth Smith 

14.  Audrey Noonan 

16. Oz Mencinsky, Kathy Otto 

17. Leah Brownfield 

19. Bob Higdon, Lynn McMahon, Florence Pearson 

22. Vivian Falcon, Anne Johnson, Alyssa Horan 

23. Maureen OôMeara, Matt Neubauer, Tyler Costella 

24. Mike Doeden 

27. Marge Krause, Alma Fremarek 
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St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Teddy Bear Ministry 

 

Know of someone who could use some extra TLC? 
Take them one of the Teddy Bears located in the pews!  Each bear proudly wears a tag that 

reads:  ñThis bear has been living and worshipping with the congregation of St. Mark Luther-

an Church in Worth, Illinois.  It has heard the Word read, the Message preached, songs of 

praise sung, and prayers offered.  It has been hugged, loved, and supported by the caring 

family of St. Mark.  Now it comes to you bringing blessings of love, support, and encouragement.ò  On the 

opposite side of the tag, a prayer is offered for the recipient of the bear. 

 

Thank you to all who have supported our Teddy Bear Ministry by taking a bear to someone.  We appreciate 

the generous donations of new or ógently usedô Teddy Bears to sustain this ministry! 

 

OPEN MARKET FAIR 

KOZY KITCHEN/OPEN MARKET FAIR 

We will no longer be selling Dunking Donuts due to the rising costs (we have to charge more than they are 

worth to make a profit) We are looking for 3 or 4 volunteers each month to make some type of muffins, cook-

ies, breads, desserts that we can sell. They can be dropped off anytime the church is open on Friday - or early 

Saturday morning marked for the Market Fair. 

THANK YOU to each and everyone that participated in some way with our Open Market Fair. Each and eve-

ryone of you are awesome. There are so many that help in different ways we could not do it without you. We 

are blessed to have earned $1,049.85 for May - bringing the total to $2,058.35. I would also like to give thanks 

to our special leader - THE MAN ABOVE - who helps us each and every time we do an event.  

Thank you Jesus. Remember our next event - June 25th.  

 

ST. MARK TABLE 

Donations are needed for the St. Mark table. Please mark all donations to the attention 

of Beverly.  

Any questions, please give me a call. Thank you for all your support. 

Vivian Falcone 
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Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 

"Worship for Shut-Ins" 

5 Martin Luther Drive 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4935 

(888) 286-8002 

(260) 471-5683 

www.worshipforshutins.org 
 

 

June 5, 2011 - Luke 24: 45 

"Understanding the Scriptures" 

by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church~New Haven, IN 

The resurrection of Jesus proclaims His victory and the victory He won for us. Trials in life help us to focus 

on that which is truly important- "The salvation of (our) souls. 

 

June 12, 2011 - Psalm 25:7 

"Sins of My Youth" 

by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia Theological Seminary~Fort Wayne, IN 

These sins occurred, and they can now rise up to haunt us. II. However, be assured of total forgiveness, 

through faith in Christ. III. Go forward in life as mature Christians. 
 

June 19, 2011 - Matthew 28:16-20 

"I Love a Mystery" 

by Rev. Karl A. Frincke, Concordia Lutheran Church~Fort Wayne, IN 

God, His nature & being, is a mystery - one to be appreciated, loved and honored, but finally a God to be in 

relationship with per Jesus, his Son. 

 

June 26, 2011 - Matthew 10:34-39 

"Allegiance to Jesus" 

by Rev. Daniel J. Brege, St. Paul Lutheran Church~Decatur, IN 

By the greatness of Christ (He is God!) and by His wonderful works of love, we are saved. However, there 

are those who not only do not want to believe these facts of salvation, they are vehemently opposed to them. 

Sometimes those opposed to us because of Christ may even be members of our own family. In the midst of 

such opposition and peacelessness we are called upon to cling to and love our Lord above all things. 
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Brian and Bev 


