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St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church

S 7 6 T H AYE. WORTH,

WORSHIP
WITH US

SUNDAY
8:00 A.M.
Classic Grace
(Traditional Worship)
9:30A.M.
Prayer & Praise
(Contemporary)

Sunday School
Koetz Hall

Adult Bible Study
Fellowship Hall

~~~

10:45 A.M.
Joyful Noise
(Contemporary)

~ e~~~ ~

The Bible is the
cradle wherein

Christ is laid.

Prayer is a strong
wall and fortress of
the church; itis a
goodly Christian
weapon

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark,

The Christmas story is a beautiful story about faith,
hope, love, and joy. However, if you read the eye wit-
ness accounts you notice that it was not all sweetness
and light that first Advent.

For example, Elizabeth was afraid she would never have
a child of her own. Her husband serving in the temple
saw an angel that scared him so badly he couldn’t even
speak. A young woman named Mary woke up preg-
nant one morning, and knowing the penalty for sex out-
side of marriage was to be stoned to death, you can bet
she was more than a little stressed. Joe suddenly found
himself engaged to a pregnant woman and he too was
greatly troubled. Crazy King Herod was scared to death
by an unexpected visit of three wise men, and when cra-
zy Herod was troubled, all of Jerusalem was troubled
with him. The shepherds in the field were scared witless
by the appearance of an angel. It was a fearful time for
many.

Like Zechariah and Elizabeth, like Mary and Joseph,
like the shepherds and the people of Jerusalem, we too
live in fearful times. The media assails us daily with
reports and warnings of economic and political crises,
all of which are quite beyond our control. These stress-
es lead to discouragement, depression, and sometimes
despair.

Into such trouble times, God speaks his word of comfort
and hope. The single commandment of God that oc-
curs more often than any other can be summed up in
just two words. “Fear not!” “Be strong and of good
courage, be not frightened or discouraged. Why?
Because the Lord your God is with you wherever you
g0, “Even if we walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, we do not fear. Why?
[

Because God is with us.

'\ Martin Luther

N
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Luke 2:8-14 And there
were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keep-
ing watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be
afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will
be for all the people. To-
day in the town of David a
Savior has been born to
you; he is the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a man-
ger." Suddenly a great
company of the heavenly
host appeared with the an-
gel, praising God and say-
ing, "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace
to men on whom his favor

rests." //

Web Site: Www.stmarkworth.org + E-Mail: stmarkworth@comcast.net
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During the next four weeks of Advent, let me encourage you to take a little vacation from the
stress and discouragement that comes from focusing on the fear and negativity which we hear
and see so much of every day. To have the serenity to realize that we can’t change all that any-
way, and instead, for four short weeks, to fix your hearts and minds on Christ Jesus., who is the
real reason for the season.

"To help you focus on the Savior this Advent season, here are several opportunities coming up
at St. Mark.

The Serendipity Choir will be performing the Halleluiah Chorus from the Messiah
on Sunday Dec. 18th at all services. Practices are being held on Tuesday nights. ( Men and women Dec. 6, and 13.)
Come and share your voice in this short time commitment opportunity. Sunday school children will be singing at the
10:45am service with a Christmas Party following in the Fellowship Hall. (With a surprise visit from a special guest!)

“Birthday Party for Jesus.”

A teaching event held Christmas Eve morning at 10 AM, designed for 3 year olds through 5th grade. We’ll sing some
songs, (including some carols the kids can’t sing in their schools), do a little dancing, create a simple craft, share some
birthday cake, and tell the old old story of Jesus’ birth.

Come and bring your friends!

The Advent self-denial folder is one way to help focus our attention on Jesus on a daily basis. You can
pick one up from the visitor desk just to your right as you enter the church narthex. If you use it, be sure to include your
name and envelope number on the back and bring this special offering to the box in the narthex during the Christmas

If you would like to buy a gift for a needy child that might not otherwise receive one you are welcomed to do so.
Bring your gift unwrapped to the church by December 19th.

Our Christmas worship schedule is as follows:

Sat. Dec. 24 - 10:00 Birthday Party for Jesus (sign up at church)
Sat. Dec. 24 - 5:30, 7:00, & 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services
Sun. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM Christmas morning service

. 000306
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“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
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Romans 12:12
PRAYER CONCERNS
Let us pray ... For the homebound including : Dave .
Brasel, Fred Dietrich, Wally But fie was pierced
For Pastor Jay, Paul Huscher, Diane Anetsberger, Helen for aur transgres -
Haveman, Bev Muscarella, Mar-  [fighland, Helen Laschober, Bob sions, fe was cuwsfred
ilyn Garr, Rick Otto, Lisa Al- legdon,DCalvaPo;"ter, Mzc{dr ?d for oun iniquities ; the
brecht, Phyllis Crowley, Gino ense, Donna Gutierrez, ,ar pum’oﬁment that
. Flaws, Crystal Kuk, and Mildred

Sepulvedg, Sandy Virag, Ken Hense. brought ws peace was
El.sr.ler, Rlchard Rossner, Ubaldo wupan him, and by fis
Bivian, Christy Johnson, and FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE. ls we aie
Manuel Alvarez Ramirez, Presi- MILITARY INCLUDING: Joe Ruger,
dent Obama and other world Christopher Freitag, Luke Bialcyk, frealed.

i - Bradley Hojek, Kyle Kuchenbecker,
leaders, and Blshops Mark Han . e Traiah 535
sen and Wayne Miller and all aron keltz, Shaun Wilhoughdy,

Christian church leaders. Brian Shopper and Nathan Rogers.

(s

,‘ THANK YOU to all who participat-

WEDNESDAY BIBLE . ed in this special proj ect. Thrqugh

STUDY from 9:30 A M. your generosity, 111 shoe box gifts were deliv-

11 A.M. in Fellowship ered. Quoting Franklin Graham, President and co-

NHill NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN founder of Samaritan's Purse, "Thank you for get-
THE TRUTH PROTECT  ting involved in Operation Christmas Child!

QC;lristli)an World View  Through the generosity and compassion of people
tudy—beginning on . . :

Janquy 0, % ol i/lon day’s l(ljlflii}sfgll;:vaenléat\;lee been able to bring the joy of

@ 7:00pm in Koetz Hall.

Good News of Jesus

Christ to millions of

children over 100

countries around the

world."

% Operation Christmas Child
)
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Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Luke 1:28-37 The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored!
The Lord is with you." Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind
of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have
found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." "How will this be," Mary asked
the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born
will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in
her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is im-
possible with God .

Matthew 1:23-24 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel" --which means, "God with us." When Joseph woke up, he did
what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.

Isaiah 53:1-12 Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been re-
vealed? He grew up before him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in
his appearance that we should desire him. He was
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows,
and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom
men hide their faces he was despised, and we es-
teemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities
and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him, and by his
wounds we are healed.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

. TheaNelle Kerr, LaVerne Koschnitzki, Jeremy Montejano, Julian Montejano
. James Doolan, Eric Pfluegner, Madison Marie Milligan
. Jeffrey Johnson
. Margaret Hanson, Leroy Koschnitzki, Alexandra Pizur

7. Jennifer Collier

10. Kimberly Novak

11. Stacey Horan, Gilbert Rivera, Pat Shrader, Mark Urban

12. Jimmy Gonzalez

13. Michael Rubino

14. Shannon Garlic, Ted Mata

15. Janet Czajkowski, Bob Noonan, Anthony Virag

16. Janet Matson, Ashley Spell, David Young

17. Bob Korensky

18. Mark Plahm, Ruth Voegele

20. Barb Chudy, Matthew Marr

21. Marilyn Garr, Bill Neubauer, Jr.

22. Amanda Rubino, Bonnie Schallmo

23. Laura Mikos

24. Joseph Barry, Jr.

25. Stefanie Baldauf

26. Paula Marr

28. Addison Rose Malinowski, Emily Piantek, Ruth Thoele

29. Kelly Evans

30. Breann Garlic

Christmas is just weeks away.
Consider using Divine Dollar gift cards as you
shop.

%\‘x\& Divine Dollar ~ cards

make GREAT Christmas gifts.

Gas cards are also available.
Stop by the Divine Dollar table to see all they of-
fer!
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St. Mark Lutheran Church
Teddy Bear Ministry

As we focus on our many blessings, we are especially grateful for
all the support for our Teddy Bear Ministry!

Many thanks to those who have taken a Teddy Bear to someone in
need. Just that little visual reminder that some-
one cares . . . And that there’s hope in God’s
love . . . Can sometimes make all the difference
when going through a difficult time.

We are also thankful to those who have do-
nated new and/or “gently used” Teddy Bears to
sustain our ministry.

The holidays can be a stressful time
for people, for all kinds of reasons. If you know of someone who is go-
ing through a particularly difficult time this holiday season, please con-
sider taking a Teddy Bear to them. Your thoughtfulness and prayers can
do wonders to “lighten their load”! And while you’re at it, invite them to
worship with us as we celebrate the true meaning of the season.

Judi LaBuda — 708-598-7881 or LABUDA7013@aol.com.

ANGEL TREE PROGRAM

This year the Mission Committee provided Christmas gifts for 50 less fortunate children, from

an ever growing list of families of need, that appealed to “Together We Cope” for assistance. Their
program is very similar to the program we have supported through Lutheran Social Services for the
last several years. The program is called “Adopt A Child Program”. The children live with their fam-
ilies in one of 20 communities located in four of the South Suburban townships of Chicago. Those
being, Bremen, Palos, Orland Park, and Worth. The ages of the children range from birth to 18 years

As always, thank you for your generous support and may God bless you.

Marcie DeChristopher, Missions Chair Person
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Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.
5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
“Worship for Shut-Ins” Summary Sheets

December 2011

December 4, 2011 - 2 Peter 3:8-14

"I Hate to Wait"

by Rev. Thomas R. Ahlersmeyer, Holy Cross Lutheran Church~Fort Wayne, IN

Peter tells us in his second letter that the end of time is coming. In the meantime, God's people live
lives of "holiness and Godliness." Our waiting finds its meaning and worth in the One who left eter-
nity and entered into the fray of time-bound living, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Our Savior
steps into time, sacrifices for us "on time," and saves us in time for eternity. This changes the way
we measure time, the meaning we ascribe to time and how we manage our time.

December 11, 2011 - 1 Thessalonians 5:18

"Give Thanks in Everything"

by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier I1I, Concordia Theological Seminary~Fort Wayne, IN

The opposite of giving thanks is to be ungrateful. We are to give thanks in all circumstances, be-
cause of blessed Gospel realities. This means joyful thanksliving.

December 18, 2011 - Luke 1:26-38

"Promises Made-Promises Kept"

by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church~New Haven, IN

God has made many promises over the years. Every one of them has been kept. He promised Zecha-
riah and Elizabeth a son, John. He promised Mary a son, Jesus, who would be our Savior.

December 25, 2011 - John 1:1-14

"The Word Became Flesh"

by Rev. Daniel J. Brege, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Decatur, IN

The Word became flesh...the Son of God truly became man and was born as a real baby. He is the
Word...the Son of God, one with the Father and the Spirit, creator of the world...who had appeared
in Old Testament times. Now He does not merely appear, but He becomes a human being. This is
the only way He could save us; and He does!

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.
"Worship for Shut-Ins"
5 Martin Luther Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4935
(888) 286-8002
(260) 471-5683
www.worshipforshutins.org


http://www.worshipforshutins.org/
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EVANGELISM VISITATION TEAM UPDATE:

July 10 — November 1, 2011

Homes Visited - 1,653
Prayers Requested - 386
Teddy Bears Distributed - 30

Three new members joined St. Mark as a result of information left at their doors
(with no personal contact)!

TEAMS:

Green — Alma/Bob Young — Completed their section in September.
Visits: 472 Prayer requests: 103 Teddy Bears: 7

Orange — Mark Kuehner / Laura Mikos

Yellow - John / Sandy Carey

Blue - Lari Jo Meyers / Rev. Jim Andrews

Red - Amy Gajeski / Bill Lammel

Pink — Lezley Zubaty/ Margaret Hanson

Purple - Pastor Jay / Theresa Barth

Publicity: Joan Silke

Thank you one and all for “pounding the pavement for Christ”. Since this is the
year of evangelism, the 2011-2012 teams are taking a hiatus until spring. More
updates in 2012.

Margaret Hanson

HELP WANTED

ACOLYTE COORDINATOR

Sherry Craig, after 16 years of holding this position, is stepping down. If you would
like to serve your church in this capacity, please contact Pastor Jay or Sherry Craig.

MEMO’S EDITOR
Kathy Otto has been faithfully editing the monthly Memo’s for several years and,
regretfully, needs to step down. If you can type and would like to serve your church
in this capacity please contact Kathy or Pastor Jay.
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i CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY— oy
Sunday, December 18" Immediately following the A\
last service in the Fellowship Hall S

m)i@ﬁé

ﬂ

OOKIE SALE - Sunday, December 18th after
ch service.

r\ﬁ

Holiday Gift Drive for our Veterans

Your Thrivent Chapter is asking your help to make the holidays brighter for our veterans at Hines
and Jessie White VA Hospitals and the VA Home in Manteno.
We are collecting the following items:

WARM CLOTHES hats scarves, gloves, bathrobes, socks, underwear, slippers, gently used coats,
sweaters

PERSONAL ITEMS toothpaste, toothbrushes, toiletries etc

BOOKS, magazines, CD's (music) DVD's, (puzzle books are very popular)

GIFT CARDS and phone cards of small denominations (no larger than $20.00) from local stores
(Jewel, K-Mart, Wal-mart, Walgreens)

We ask that all the personal items be new. Gently worn coats and bathrobes that are clean and in
good condition (no holes, tears or heavy stains) are accepted

th

Please place items in the box in the narthex by Sunday, December 11

Questions or concerns? contact Kathy Kuehner at 708.489.0381 or kskuehner@aol.com

MARK KARNESR seeking help frorf Wi
give of their time to work o i ng
damaged in the recent <crash. | s
church office I f you 24 P~
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Shut In Card List

Diane Anetsberger
7230 Southwest Hwy
Lot 2X

Worth, IL 60482

Dave Brasel

Manor Care West
11860 S.W. Highway
Palos Heights, IL 60463

Fred Dietrich
7432 W. 109" St.
Worth, IL 60482

Carl Flaws

770 Golf Drive

Unit 2-A

Palos Heights, IL 60463

Donna Gutiterrez
3 Fern
Justice, IL 60458

Mildred Hense
19315 Tramore Lane
Mokena, IL 60448-8613

Bob Higdon

11812 Brookside Dr.

#102

Palos Park, 1L 60464-3082

Helen Highland
7247 W 112" Place
Worth, IL 60482

Wally Huscher
13047 E, Playfield
Crestwood, 1L 60445

Helen Laschober
10915 S. Oketo Ave.
Worth, IL 60482

Calvin Porter
10946 Jodan Drive
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Leona Wolski

% Forever Grateful Resale Shop
5000 7™ Ave.

Kenosha, WI 53140




ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Loving God ¢ Serving Others

11007 So. 76" Ave.
Worth, IL. 60482
www.stmarkworth.org

BY FIRST CLASS MAIL TO:



