
11007 S 76th Ave., Worth, IL 60482  (708) 448-6555 (Fax) (708) 448-6594
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PASTOR’S CORNERWORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday

8:00 A.M    Traditional

9:30 & 10:45 A.M.    Contemporary

OPPORTUNITIES

Sunday                                            

 Sunday School            9:30 A.M.                      
LYO meets monthly                 12:00  P.M.                

Monday                                        

Karate  Fellowship Hall             6:00 P.M.

Tuesday                                             

Rockers (55+) 2nd & 4th Tues     1:00 P.M.                                                      
Praise Hymn Rehearsal                 7:00 P.M 
South Suburban Council on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse—Heaney Hall    6 to 9:00 PM. 

Wednesday                    

Adult Bible Study  9:30-11:30 A.M. 
Confirmation Class     7:00-8:15 P.M. 
A.A.—Heaney Hall                      7:30 P.M.               
Karate—Fellowship Hall             6:00 P.M.

Thursday                                               

Bookfinders—2nd Thurs.          10:30 A.M.  
Piecemaker Quilters                    9:30 A.M. 
Council  - 2nd Thursday of the month 
South Suburban Council on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse—Heaney Hall     6 to 9:00 PM 
Women’s Bible Study                    6:30 PM

Friday                                                   

PADS                     7:00 A.M.-7:P.M. 
(October-April)                                             
Karate—Fellowship Hall              6:00 P.M

Web Site: www.stmarkworth.org

E-Mail: stmarkworth@comcast.net

  

Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you been to the mountain top?

        A "mountain top " experience is one way of talking about a personal  ex-
perience with God. An experience in which you sense God's reality and grace in 
a new way that shapes and builds your Christian faith and life. Max Lucado in 
his book, "The Applause of Heaven" talks about mountain trails that help guide 
you to that mountain summit. Trails such as reading scriptures, prayer, listening 
to Christian music, reading biographies of great Christians, times of meditation.. 
One mountain trail that has served many people well in our congregation is a 
weekend away called Kingdom Weekend. You've probably heard peo-
ple  speaking over the past few weeks about what a positive experience it was 
for them. Unfortunately, that event has been cancelled but it is being resched-
uled.

         Recently I read about a man who had breathed the summit air of a close 
relationship with God.  A few days before he died his pastor went to visit him 
in the hospital. As the pastor entered the room he noticed an empty chair besides 
the man's bed. The pastor asked if someone had been to visit him recently. The 
old man smiled, "I place Jesus on that chair and I talk to him." The pastor was 
puzzled so the old man explained, "Years ago a friend told me that prayer was 
as simple as talking to a good friend. So everyday I pull up a chair, invite Jesus 
to sit, and we have a good talk." Some days later the daughter came to tell the 
pastor that her father had just died. "Because he seemed to be so content I left 
him in his room for a couple of hours," she said. "When I got back I found him 
dead. A strange thing. His head was not resting on the pillow, but on an empty 
chair beside the bed."
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This is a story that paints a picture of peace, comfort, and contentment. The good news is, we can know this 
same experience of God's love and grace,, and we don't have to wait until we die.  God has promised, "Draw 
near to me and I will draw near to you." Prayer is a great way to start, along with the reading of the scriptures, 
(Beginning this week there will be a six week sermon series on the book of Colossians. Bring your Bible, and 
try not to miss even one.)

                                                                                                              Your brother in Christ,
                                                                                                                                  Pastor Jay



THE VICAR’S VOICE

ESCHATOLOGICAL  MEMORY

This is the fourth installment on the holiness of memory. As always, if you have any questions or would like to further dis-
cuss any Vicar’s Voice themes, my door is always open.  

~~~

“I tell you, get up, take your mat and go [home]” – Mark 2.11

“This I do in quiet ways, that on your lonely path, you may not walk alone.” – Howard Thurman

~~~

The term: “salvation” is often a word that we can’t wrap our minds around, a lofty and untouchable 
idea. Its origin comes from the Greek word: �V�À�]�À, which basically means healing, curing, and restoration.  Be-
ing human, we cross into a healing, restorative end time (eschaton; pronounced: esk-��-t�Â�Q) when we step out-
side our comfort zone, walk with the forgetful through what’s left of their memory, and encourage them to 
“take up their mat and walk away from the healing pool.” The edges of our comfort zone can also be crossed 
when we carry our forgetful and forgotten neighbor to the healing pool through memory.  It’s risky and can 
even be dangerous to move outside our comfort zone, to be with those who exist at or beyond the borders of 
memory loss, but doing this we can mend broken relationships with the marginalized forgotten ones.  When 
we talk with or relate to a person with Alzheimer’s, we enter uncharted waters and may move outside our 
mental comfort zone into their reality.  It’s in these moments of forgetful weakness that we meet the power of 
God.      

Rev. Eileen Shamy, teacher and Methodist Pastor, believes that an essential principle in caring for 
those who forget is to join them in their reality instead of arguing with them and confronting them with our 
mental reality.  Rev. Roxanne Miller-Sinclair cites a chaplain’s rephrasing of this principle: “once [he] real-
izes that a person with Alzheimer’s dementia is unable to deal with reality, then he makes what I believe is the 
crucial step, ‘then I will work at entering their delusion.’” Entering their delusion really means moving into 
the margins where they exist as previously mentioned.  At this margin, reality is twisted and memories are 
difficult to grasp, but liberation from being alone are possible by remembering them and their memories.  
Memory here becomes the hope against all hope.  Hope in a restored memory in the resurrected end time 
(eschaton) supports an image of heaven where God’s memory never fails.  In remembering all of humanity, 
especially those who are often forgotten, God holds them close to God’s bosom when they are remembered.
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Eschatological memory breaks open the moment and carries into the present and future what has 
passed, giving meaning to the present and future.  By remembering those with Alzheimer’s dementia and 
their memories, there is a momentary reversal of the natural decline of the memory functions because they 
are brought out of their forgetting state and reminded of their own life.  Remembering their memories recon-
nects, even if it’s for a moment, to what they have lost be it personal awareness, self-pride, or the simple joys 
of life.  The women at the tomb did not forget the cry of abandonment felt within their community and re-
membered Jesus, not letting go of the responsibilities of remembering him.  For them the cross was not clo-
sure, just as forgetting and mental inabilities are not the death of the family member with Alzheimer’s. Their 
memory can be resurrected and carried into the end times, the climax of history (eschaton) by listening to 
their stories and then telling their stories back to them as they enter the latter stages of Alzheimer’s and de-
mentia.

~~~

God of memory, as we reach forward for your supporting hands, allow us to remember those who forget. 
May we be the healing carriers of their forgotten stories, so that we can all celebrate your presence with us 
throughout time. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Let us pray . . .

For Sheri Orr, Theresa Leavitt, John Marsic, Barry & Marilyn Garr, Ruth Vogele, Linda Macak, 
Gerry Ferry, Carol Ambrose Connie Kleingartner, Joe & Paulette Roberts, Leona Wolski family, Ron Bur-
rows, Debbie Bartosik, Ann Starr, the Woike family, Iris Bullion,  Hazel Trygstad,  Dan Wenk, Iris Bullion, 
Bishop Mark Hansen, and Bishop Wayne N. Miller.

For the homebound including Laurretta Brinkman, James Nichols, Lorraine Roshnagel, Fred 
Dietrich, Donna Gutierrez, Wally Huscher, Marie Augito, Dorothy Gavens, Bob Floral, Bonnie Stoffregen,  
Diane Anetsberger and Jean Neubauer.

For those serving in the military including Andrew Elsner, Christopher Freitag, Luke Bialcyk, Alvin 
Dixon, and Ron Brasel.

       And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear.  Isaiah 65:24 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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******************************ATTENTION -ST. MARK FAMILY***************************

Linda Macak will be in need of transportation on the following dates. If you can help her on any of these 
dates please call her (her number is in the church directory), or call the office to get the number.

April 8th - Tuesday - Appointment at 2:30 PM in Palos 

April 10th - Thursday - Appointment at 9:00 AM @ 167th and LaGrange - for lab work

A single Mom is in need of a stove/oven. If you can help with this need, please contact the church office 
or Pastor Jay.

The last meeting for the upcoming Fiesta will be Thursday, April 3rd at 7:00pm.

New Members class begins April 6th @ 4:00pm. Classes will run through May 4th. There is a sign up sheet in the narthex.

Korensky Scholarship Applications are available in the narthex on the information table.

Confirmation parents of 7th and 8th grade students - if you have not already done so, the registration fee for 
the confirmation retreat is needed. Please see Pastor Jay or Vicar Justin.

Volunteers to pick up and/or bag Panera Bread for May are still needed. Please call Linda at the church 
office.

A big THANK YOU is in order to Patty and Lori of  PMT ADVERTISING (Frankfort, IL) for their generous  donation of out-

door signs for the FLEA MARKET/CRAFT SHOW.   Their support and generosity are truly appreciated.

The Flea.Market/Craft Sale Committee.

Please note that all upcoming events and relevant information for happenings at St. Mark can be found on 
the St. Mark web site: www.stmarkworth.org
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LYO NEWS

Thank you so much to all those people who helped out with the Easter Breakfast! And thanks, 
too, to all those who attended and showed their support for the youth of our congregation! 
Thanks to you we made a profit of $671.00 and, through the efforts of Gloria Melnyk and 
members of Thrivent, we will be receiving matching funds to help us pay for our retreats and 
activities. 

Everything’s coming up roses! Well, actually it’s more like petunias and tomatoes,  as we offer  
flats of plants for sale. Order forms will be available starting April 13th and continuing the 
next four Sundays. Flowers will come in on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 
11th.

Upcoming activities:

April 6th—Discussion group — 12:00 P.M.

April 13th—Film/Discussion/Chuckie Cheese—12:00 P.M.

April 20th—Discussion group—12:00 P.M.

April 25, 26, 27—Junior High YOUTHQUAKE

                  Youth News You Can  Use

Parents of 4th Graders who would like their kids to receive their first communion this May will meet this 
Sunday (April 6) following the 3rd service down stairs in the fellowship hall. If you can not attend the meeting, 
but would like your son or daughter to participate in first communion training on Friday and Saturday, please 
contact Pastor Jay before Sunday. Thanks.

All 3rd grade youth and their parents are invited to receive first Bible training, from 9 to 11:30 AM Saturday 
April 19. If you and your child would like to participate please call the church office at 448-6555.  First Bibles 
will be awarded to participating families on Sunday April 20th.

Confirmation overnight retreat will be Friday night and Saturday May 2 and third.  Cost is $69 unless other 
arrangements have been made.

Saturday morning April 12 our Kids For Christ (KFC) grades 1-6 fellowship group will meet at church and 
drive to the Big Wolf Ranch wild life preserve in Homer Glen.  Admission is $1.00. Wel'll roast hot dogs and 
marshmellows  over an open fire for lunch. Interested? Please sign up this Sunday so we know how many rides 
to arrange for. Check the signup sheet in the church narthex for more details, or call the church office at 448-
6555. 
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SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS ON YOUR APRIL BIRTHDAY!

1 Betty Evans

2 Henry Witte

3 Lupe Johnson, Nichole Atkinson

4 Alexander Kerkstra, Tom Wilson

5 Marie Augitto

6 Paulette Roberts, Mark Stamp

7 Jill Rogers, Susan Quadrizius

8 Brian Zukowski, Loren Quadrizius, Nathan Nealon

9 Deanna Skeels

10  Nicole Wetzig

11 Christine Wojcik

12 William Quinn

13 Ruth Bouche, Henry Thompson, Cassie Dixon

15 Bill Neubauer

16 Rich Otto

17 Wendy Oleksy, Jeffrey O’Boyle, Sabrina Lontka

18 Bob Haller, Joan Robb, Kyle Muersch

19 Cheryl Doden, Amy Gajeski, Amy Dondlinger

20 Michael George

21  Beatrice Boris, Marjorie Skora, Robert Young

23   Lynn Urban

24 Sharon Berg, Sarah Dixon

27 Thomas Elder, Brittany Mirkiewicz, Torin Pena

29 Dolores Engberg, Deborah Skold, Rachel Trygstad

30 Patricia Thompson, Margie Covolo, Kathryn Karaus, Amara Zukowski            


