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AUGUST, 2008                Loving God—Serving Others                St. Mark Evangelical                                 
Lutheran Church

PASTOR’S CORNER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday

8:00 A.M Traditional 
9:30 & 10:45 A.M.      Contemporary

Summer Worship Schedule     
8:00am                             Traditional  
9:30am                        Contemporary

Tuesday (Summer Only)        
7:00pm                        Contemporary

OPPORTUNITIES                   
Sunday

Sunday School  9:30am—10:30am      
(September—May)                                         

Monday                             

Karate  Fellowship Hall      6:00pm

Tuesday                                             

Rockers (55+)  - 1:00pm                 
(2nd & 4th Tues  of the month)                                                      
Praise Hymn Rehearsal  7:00pm 

(Summer—8:00pm)                     
South Suburban Council on Alcohol 

and Drug Abuse—6pm—Heaney Hall

Wednesday                    

Adult Bible Study   9:30-11:30 am 
Confirmation Class   7:00-8:15 pm 

A.A.—Heaney Hall   7:30 pm              
Karate—Fellowship Hall   6:00pm

Thursday                                               

Bookfinders—2nd Thurs.  10:30 A.M.  
Piecemaker Quilters   9:30 A.M.    

Thursdays (see schedule)             
Council  - 2nd  Thursday of the month  

Women’s Bible Study—6:30pm     
South Suburban Council on Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse—6:00pm—Heaney 

Hall

Friday                                                   

PADS   7:00 A.M.-7:00pm     
(October-April)                                             

Karate—Fellowship Hall  6:00pm

For more information go to our 
web site:                        

www.stmarkworth.org               

Diakonia Comes To The Southwest Suburbs

Diakonia is a two-year process of spiritual formation and theological educa-
tion for any baptized member of our national church, The Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America. There have been a couple of sites in Chicago 
for about ten years, but this fall, a new site is opening at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Tinley Park. Now, Lutherans in the Southwest Suburbs can take 
advantage of this exciting opportunity.

Diakonia emphasizes the baptismal vocation of all Christians to serve as 
did our Lord Jesus. Participants are often already leaders in their parishes, 
and have a high degree of commitment to the ministry of the Church, but 
they want to deepen their life of faith and ground their baptismal commit-
ment to serve in the scriptural, theological, liturgical, and historical tradi-
tions of the Church. They are committed to serve in a variety of ways: 
teaching, administration, liturgical leadership, action for social justice, evan-
gelism, visitation of the sick, community organization, youth work, ministry 
among the elderly, and the like.

The curriculum consists of twelve courses, six per academic year. Each 
course is 5 sessions in length, and meets weekly for 3 hour sessions. 
Weekly assignments and reading reflect the twin purposes of relating sub-
ject matter to the students’ context of life and ministry (family, parish, 
neighborhood area of ministry), and of giving a solid background to the 
topic. Students work at their own level, and assignments reflect the under-
standing that students are already busy in their families, jobs, and parish. 
Typically, students average approximately two to five hours of studies per 
week in addition to class time.
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The Vicar’s Voice

  by Vicar Mark Fischer                                                                                                                                                  

It is called the “Hail and Farewell” for sailors departing and reporting to their command. The tradition goes that 

the sailor departing says hers or his goodbyes is given several gifts to help her or him make their way in the world, 

whereas the newcomer is “Hailed” aboard, greeted by his or her peers and a new adventure begins. The newcomer usu-

ally says something about themselves, where they are from, something of their experience and always a word or two 

about their hopes for the journey ahead. So in that tradition I begin by telling you something about myself. My name is 

Mark Fischer. I served in the United States Navy for twenty-two years. I retired as a Chief Petty Officer, working primar-

ily in navigation. I served on several ships ranging from a small coastal patrol boat [36’] to the battleship, USS New Jer-

sey. I have sailed to most parts of the world [excluding the North Sea]. I had a brief tour of duty at the University of 

Southern California where I taught navigation to the NROTC Midshipmen. I have been launched from the deck of an air-

craft carrier and made an emergency surface [training exercise] from 600 ft below the surface of the ocean. 

I was born in Evansville, Indiana, grew up in Spokane Washington, and joined the Navy right after high school. 

My father was born and raised in Chicago; my mother (deceased) was from Streator, Illinois. I am the oldest of three chil-

dren, my sister; Karen is married living in southern California where she and her husband are in ministry together. My 

brother; Carl, lives in Spokane. I am married to the former Chie Furuichi, from Osaka, Japan. We have two children; 

Kato (7) and Moe (4) [pronounced Mo- eh]. They are our joys! Being a father is one of my greatest joys and challenges me 

in every aspect of my life. Chie and the children are spending the summer in Japan, while I have spent these past few 

weeks painting and making repairs to student housing here at LSTC.

I look forward to serving with you during this year and pray that we may begin our journey getting to know one 

another. I enjoy chatting over a cup of coffee [hot or cold] and I almost never refuse an invitation to share a meal. Shar-

ing the challenges, trials, successes and joys of experiencing Jesus Christ is my hope for our voyage together. I wish to bid 

Justin and Kari the traditional Navy blessing of “Fair Winds and Following Seas!” as they continue in their ministry. . . 

Finally, “I request permission to come aboard!”
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Let us pray . . .

For  Pastor Jay, Vicar Mark and his family, Hazel Trygstad, Bill Prendergast, Lisa Montejano, Jackie Haller, Gwen 
Dobslaw, Carol Ambrose, Theresa Leavitt, Carol Ambrose, Joe Roberts, the Leona Wolski family, Debbie Bartosik, Ann 
Starr, the Woike family, Dan Wenk, Iris Bullion, Bishops Mark Hansen,and Wayne N. Miller.

For the homebound including, James Nichols, Lorraine Roshnagel, Fred Dietrich, Donna Gutierrez, Wally Huscher, Marie Augito, 
Bob Floral, Bonnie Stoffregen,  Diane Anetsberger, Jean Neubauer, and Brian Wilmot.

For those serving in the military including Andrew Elsner, Christopher Freitag, Luke Bialcyk,  Jeremy Hermes, Dianne Chicoine and 
Ron Brasel.

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.  Isaiah 65:24 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.

3225 Crescent Avenue     Fort Wayne, IN 46805

“Worship for Shut-Ins”  Summary Sheets

August 3, 2008 – Matthew 14:13-21

Caring for You by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church, New Haven, IN

Christ cares for us.  He provides for our temporal needs.  Most of all, He is the Messiah who provides for our spiritual 
health and gives the gift of eternal life.

August 10, 2008 – Job 38:4-18

God’s Reign by Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN

God’s rule in this world is irresistible and good, and affects both unbelievers and believers.

August 17, 2008 – Psalm 67:1-2

Blessed for a Purpose by Rev. Richard M. Koehneke, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN

God blesses us so that we can bless others as we glorify Him for His blessings in our lives.

August 24, 2008 – Matthew 16:16

Certainty  by Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN

We have God-given certainty, since Jesus is the Christ, and He is the Son of the living God.

August 31, 2008 – Psalm 26:1

A Blameless Life by Rev. Richard M. Koehneke, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN

In and of ourselves we do not and cannot lead a blameless life.  Jesus lived it for us and died for our forgiveness and 
eternal life.
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She still has her cell phone with the 
same number for anyone wishing to 
give her a call. She also asked that I 
let everyone know, care packages are 
welcome. She is always in need of 
stationary, envelopes and stamps -
chocolate chip cookies are high on her 
priority list of things she'd like to re-
ceive.                                                       
Her graduation date is September 
15th.

St. Mark is compiling a “Stewardship Bulletin/Booklet” to outline all the areas of service 
within the church.  If you are actively involved in ANY area of service within the church, we 
would like you to write a short paragraph about that area of service. Please send it to Linda at 
the church office at: stmarkworth@comcast.net  and a copy to Lynn McMahon at garagesale-
lady39@yahoo.com. Lynn will be designing the booklet.

If you have any questions please call me at the church office. Any activity done for or at the 
church (other than worship) is considered worthy of mention. Thank you in advance for your 
help with this project.

Linda—St. Mark Church Office

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Downers Grove is inviting us to a Dedication Service 
and Grand Re-Opening on Sunday, September 7. Festivities include music, lunch, 
and kids’ activities. The celebration will be held from 12:00-3:00. The address is 

4501 Main Street, Downers Grove. For more information call: 630-968-6231 or visit their 
website at: www.gloriadeichurch.org.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 For those who don't know, St.Mark Lutheran Church is on facebook. How fun is that!

If you haven't visited the St. Mark web site lately, www.stmarkworth.org you will find a new addition. On the 
Home page at the very top a "verse of the day" is now available. On the "Links" page, look for the Bible 
Online link that will take you to a web site where you can look up Bible verses and information regarding top-
ics and questions you may have. You can also listen to the Bible being read (you pick the book) chapter by 
chapter following along on screen or with your Bible. You can also choose the version of the Bible you prefer. 

Ann Johnson is looking for Super Heros and Super Hero toys of any kind as they are no longer made. If you 
can help her in this quest, please call her at (708) 430-4434.

Address Correction:  Dianne Chicoine has completed the first 
phase of her training and has a new mailing address. It is:

Pvt. First Class Chicoine, Dianne

C Company 701st Military Police Battalion

Bldg. 2235 First Street

Fort Leonardwood, MO 65173
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To the many friends and family of St. Mark.: Thank you all for your prayers and cards 
for a speedy recovery. I am doing fine and will start my therapy in a few weeks. Thankk 
you again and may God bless each of you.

Gwen Dobslaw

�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a�a��

ONE  MINUTE EACH NIGHT....

      As the presidential election nears it is imperative that as Christians  we ask for 
God’s guidance at the polls. We all need to be on our knees.  Do you believe we can 
take God  at His word?  Call upon His name, then  stand back and watch His  won-
ders to behold.  His scripture gives us, as Christians, ownership  of this land and the 
ability to call upon God to heal it. We have never been more  desperate than now for 
God to heal our land.

      During WWII, there was an advisor to Churchill  who organized a group of people who dropped 
what they were doing every  night at a prescribed hour for one minute to collectively pray for 
the  safety of England, its people and peace.  This had an amazing effect as bombing stopped.
There is now a group of people organizing the  same thing here in America. Our country and our citi-
zens  need prayer now more than ever !!!

To participate:  each evening at  8:00 PM Central time, stop whatever you are doing and 
spend one  minute praying for the safety of the United States, our troops, our  citizens, for peace in 
the world, for wisdom and courage for our leaders, the up-coming election, and that the Bible will re-
main the basis for the laws governing our land and that Christianity will grow.

Please pass  this along .  Someone said if people really understood the full extent of the power we 
have available through prayer, we might be speechless. Our prayers are the most powerful asset we 
have. 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 ��

��
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

1. Eleanor Elder, Kim Kiekow, Kaitlyn Powers, 

3. Phyllis Crowley, Linda Bivian, Michelle Danihel, Sydney Pfluegner

4. Patrick Pena, Erynn Powers

5. Allison Wilson

6. Tim Brewer

7. Penny Kaptur, Cynthia Haveman, Kristi Jensen

8. Miranda Konley

9. Ken Gibson, Matthew Maniatis

10.  Rich Rossner, Henry Thompson

11. Janet McCarthy

12. Bette Senese

15. Steven Skeels, Monica Szajkowski, Emily Starr

17. Olivia Crowley

18. Tom Smith, Shawn Neubauer

19. Christopher Shepard, Brendan Castleton

20. Jim Andrews

23. George Williams

25. William Boreman, Jacob Okrzesik, Rebecca Ruger

26. George Gibbs, Sally Shake, James Dixon

27. Nancy Hahn, Gerald Milligan

28. Laura Andrews, Dain Mason, august

30. Helen Laschober

31. Jacqueline Haller, Sandy Virag


