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June, 2008                Loving God—Serving Others                St. Mark Evangelical                                 
Lutheran Church

PASTOR’S CORNER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday

8:00 A.M    Traditional

9:30 & 10:45 A.M.    Contemporary

**SUMMER WORSHIP** 
**SCHEDULE**  

Sunday Worship Services:

Sunday—8:00 and 9:30 A.M.  

Tuesday— 7:00 P.M.               

OPPORTUNITIES

Sunday                                            

 Sunday School            9:30 A.M.                      
LYO meets every Sunday        11:00 A.M.                

Monday                                        

 Karate  Fellowship Hall           6:00 P.M.

Tuesday                                             

Rockers (55+) 2nd & 4th Tues   1:00 P.M.                                                      
Praise Hymn Rehearsal               7:00 P.M. 
During Summer Schedule           8:00 P.M. 
South Suburban Council on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse                                 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday                    

Adult Bible Study 9:30-11:30 A.M. 
Confirmation Class   7:00-8:15 P.M. 
A.A.—Heaney Hall.            7:30 P.M.               
Karate—Fellowship Hall            6:00 P.M.

Thursday                                               

Bookfinders—2nd Thurs.         10:30 A.M.  
Piecemaker Quilters                   9:30 A.M. 
Council  - 2nd Thursday of the month 
Women’s Bible Study                6:30 P.M. 
South Suburban Council on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse                                6:00 P.M..

Friday                                                   

PADS                    7:00 A.M.-7:P.M. 
(October-April)                                             
Karate—Fellowship Hall            6:00 P.M

Web: www.stmarkworth.org  

Email: stmarkworth@comcast.net              

Ministry of Absence

It was Pentecost.  Jesus had left his disciples to return to his Father in heaven.  If Jesus had not left 
his disciples, that first Pentecost Sunday would have been a lot  easier  for Peter. If Jesus were 
there, Jesus would do the preaching, and Peter could have slept in. But Jesus was absent, and so 
Peter had to step up to the plate and preach that Pentecost Sunday. And he did.  And God spoke 
through Peter in a powerful way that day, and 3,000 people came to faith, in part because Jesus 
wasn't there.
Sometimes  a pastor’s absence can be more helpful to a church than his/her presence. (All right, 
after you’ve all stopped laughing, think about that last statement for a minute.) My hope is that dur-
ing my summer sabbatical, the members of our church will be challenged to step up to the plate and 
enter into ministry in ways you never have before, whether that be  bringing communion to shut 
ins, making hospital visits, leading worship, welcoming and following up with visitors, or whatever 
new ministry God might be calling you to.
Because people continue to ask, I thought it might be helpful to give you  some questions and an-
swers about my time away this summer.

Q and A about Pastor Jay’s Sabbatical 

Thanks to your kindness and generosity, you, the congregation, voted at the last annual meeting to 
give me a sabbatical leave this next summer from June 4th until Sept 1st. 

Q: So what’s a sabbatical? 
A: Sabbatical is a concept that comes from the Old Testament idea of Sabbath or 7th day. The idea 
is that people, animals, and even the earth itself will function best if they are given time to rest, 
recover, and rejuvenate. 
Colleges, and seminaries have long seen the wisdom of allowing their teachers a year long sabbati-
cal after six years of service. In recent years many churches have granted sabbaticals to their pas-
tors as a way to help them rest, regroup, and renew their vision for future ministry. While a year 
long sabbatical may not be practical for most churches, the Alban Institute, perhaps the most re-
spected Church resource in the nation recommends that pastors should be given a three 
month sabbatical with full pay every 4 years. 
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Q: Who besides Justin will preach over the summer? 
A: I have spoken with 8 of our previous interns and all but one would be willing to come back to St. Mark to preach on a Sunday.
Some could stay over and preach on Tuesday, others who could not (because of the travel and distance involved, (like Bob in Ne-
braska) could be video taped and the tape used on Tuesday night. Who will preach when is a closely guarded state secret, and will not 
be announced ahead of time. If you want to make sure you hear your favorite intern, you will have to come to church every week. 

Q: How will these guest preachers be paid? (The going rate for 3 services is $175.00) 
A: A couple in the congregation (who prefer to remain anonymous) have offered to put up as much as $2,000 to make sure this ex-
pense is covered. 

Q: What about hospital visits? 
A: Justin would continue to do ½ the hospital visits. The remaining ½ would be done by our Stephen Ministers who have all agreed to 
make hospital visits this summer as needed. 

Q: What about already scheduled weddings? 
A: I will return to perform the three scheduled weddings. 

Q: What about funerals of members? 
A: If I am not out of the state, I will be available to preside. Coming back for a funeral will interrupt my sabbatical so please try and 
hang on until September. (just kidding) 

Q: What would be the financial cost to the congregation over and above the regular yearly budget?
A: Zero. There will be no additional cost to the congregation. 

Q: What would you be doing with this time? 
A: As I understand it the purpose of a sabbatical is to rest, renew family relationships, study, and prepare for future ministry. My 
agenda for the study leave would include the following: 

1. Practice the “Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius” This is a discipline developed by St Ignatius Loyola about 500 years ago. The pur-
poses of the Spiritual Exercises is to deepen one’s Christian faith and commitment. I would enter this discipline under the care of a 
spiritual director from a Dominican Order in Racine Wisconsin.
2. I will prepare to teach a course on the early church for the Diakonia program and for St Mark members by taking a couple of audio 
and video courses, and by reading a number of texts on the early church fathers. 
3. I will attend other area churches, listen to other preachers, and gather ideas for future sermons and programs. 
4. Vacation. The normal family vacation destinations ( Louisville and Northern Minnesota.) 
5. I will take a ballroom dancing course with my wife Susan. 
6. I will audit a course at LSTC (as I usually do every summer) 
7. I will take a video course on ASL (American Sign Language) 
8. I will take a long 3-6 day prayer retreat to pray and plan about the coming year of ministry. 

I will be glad to talk to any of you about this if you would like more details. Again, thank you so much for giving me this opportunity. 
Your brother in Christ 
Pastor Jay
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THE VICAR’S VOICE

PASTORAL  MEMORY

This is the sixth (and final) installment on the holiness of memory. As always, if you have any questions or would like to 
further discuss any Vicar’s Voice themes, my door is always open.  

~~~

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” – John 10:27

“This I do in quiet ways, that on your lonely path, you may not walk alone.” – Howard Thurman

~~~

Alzheimer’s dementia upsets biblical stories, returning what is orderly, like our life stories, to the chaos of the deep.  Dr. 
David Keck, professor at Ateneo de Manilla University in the Philippines, believes that we are our memories; however, without 
memories we are only physical resemblances of who we suppose ourselves to be.  Rev. Karen Scheib agrees that we are not simply 
what we remember, but believes that we are also what others remember of us, especially what God remembers.  How or what God 
remembers of us is connected to God’s very presence, grace, and mercy that is expressed through God’s divine memory.

Caregivers can offer meaning and joy in the middle of forgetfulness and isolation when they not only remember those with 
Alzheimer’s, but also their memories. When we remember their memories, we can resurrect and restore them from the broken reality
that has closed them off to their past by transporting them to times and places where they can reminisce.  It is the responsibility of 
caregivers to listen to the stories of those to whom and with whom they care for because there may come a time in the person’s life 
when they can no longer remember their own story and it becomes crucial for a caregiver to give honor and dignity to the person’s 
story.  This manifests itself when we as caregivers tell people their own stories as a way of restoring them even if it is only for mo-
ments.

With the understanding that all of us belong to one if not multiple communities, there is a desire to push back against the 
culture of individualism which is characteristic of the age we live in as mentioned in the last month’s article.  Father Robert Petite, 
Chaplain at a retirement community in Chicago, believes that a group’s collective memory is called into action when one of its mem-
bers can no longer remember for him/herself.  He feels that when the community remembers for the individual, then the community 
is once again whole. Rev. Roxanne Miller-Sinclair, who is also a chaplain, attributes this same re-membering quality to God.  She 
writes, “We believe in a God who re-members us by remembering us. This is a God who takes all the parts and fragments of our 
lives and makes them into a story.” This is our human story that is remembered in the resurrection, sabbatical, eschatological, and 
ecclesiological memory.

One final idea to think about is: as God remembers there is an implied movement of God toward the object of God’s mem-
ory.  It is in this movement where God’s caring, delivering, and liberating actions are evident in the world.  Part of our action in re-
membering for someone, as is true for God, is intentional listening to someone’s stories. God hears and listens to our cries of lament 
and our shouts of thanksgiving. Therefore, God knows our hearts and remembers us.

~~~

God of remembrance, you have commanded us to love one another as you have loved us. Remind us that loving others includes lis-
tening to their stories. Make our hearts full of compassion for all of your flock who do indeed have stories to share and grant us the 
willingness to remember the stories of those who forget. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Let us pray . . .

For  Pastor Jay, Pastor PJ Malin, Hazel Trygstad, Jean Stephenson, Lisa Montejano, Theresa Leavitt, Jack Bretall, Judy 
Brinkman, Brad Fry and family, Gerry Kuech, Ron Reda, Joe Pizzo, the Frances Voit family, John Marsic, Carol Ambrose, Joe and 
Paulette Roberts, the Leona Wolski family, Debbie Bartosik, Ann Starr, the Woike family, Dan Wenk, Iris Bullion, Bishop Mark 
Hansen, and Bishop Wayne N. Miller.

For the homebound including Laurretta Brinkman, James Nichols, Lorraine Roshnagel, Fred Dietrich, Donna Gutierrez, 
Wally Huscher, Marie Augito, Bob Floral, Bonnie Stoffregen,  Diane Anetsberger and Jean Neubauer.

For those serving in the military including Andrew Elsner, Christopher Freitag, Luke Bialcyk,  Jeremy Hermes, Dianne Chi-
coine and Ron Brasel.

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.  Isaiah 65:24 

“Worship for Shut-Ins”  Summary Sheets

June 1, 2008 – Romans 3:21-28

Righteousness Revealed by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel, New Haven, IN

As we come to life’s end we ponder our place before God.  We recognize that we are not perfect and are in need of 
God’s grace.  Grace alone assures us we are forgiven and will live with God forever.

June 8, 2008 – Romans 4:16-17

Faith in God by Rev. Richard M. Koehneke, Holy Cross, Fort Wayne, IN

Faith in God means giving God the last word, not putting our trust in our internal emotions or in external events, but in 
the eternal Word of God.

June15, 2008 – Romans 5:6-8

The Father’s Love by Rev. Gerald C. Hartke, Prince of Peace, Oregon, OH

Our Heavenly Father demonstrates His perfect love for us, which enables us to share His love in our families.

June 22, 2008 – Romans 6:23

A Marvelous Summary by Rev. Daniel J. Brege, St. Paul, Decatur, IN

This wonderful little verse (Romans 6:23) marvelously summarizes the Christian faith.  The wages of sin is death. 
Christ, the sinless one, took our sin and death upon Himself, creating the wondrous gift of forgiveness and everlasting 
life.

June 29, 2008 – Matthew 10:34-42

The Mind of Christ by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel, New Haven, IN

Christ reminds us we live in a time of spiritual warfare.  He warns us; in this time of war we must keep focused and keep 
our priorities in order.  He promises to use our service for the greater good, no matter how small.
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  CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR GRADUATES!!!

From Kindergarten to PHD—

               We are as proud as we can be!

If you know of any High School and/or College graduates who are members of St. Mark, (or children of 
members), please call the church office with their name and address. We would like to recognize them for their 
achievements.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Next St. Mark Flea Market / Craft Fair / Car Wash will be held on June 7. Please come 
out and support this great fundraiser and pick up some fantastic  one-of –a—kind treasures at a 
bargain price!   

THEN take a short walk over to Heaney Hall for the LYO  rummage sale or better yet drive over and get your 
car washed at the same time.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

KFC News: Trip to Ball Fore

When: Saturday, June 21st - 2pm - 4pm
Where: 6701 W 107th Street in Chicago Ridge
What:  Includes Private Room and Batting cages    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

FRIENDSHIP                                          VBS                                                               TREK
Vacation Bible School

July 14 - 18, 2008
The time has come for  our newest VBS adventure. Every day our children will hear the Good news about 

Jesus. Kids will develop friendships with their peers, and deepen the friendship they have with Christ!
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to commit to  five days from 6pm to 8:30pm. Ages will range from 5 to 12 years 

old. If you are available and willing to help, please call Amy Gajeski for more information.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LYO NEWS

Thank you so much to everyone who bought flowers! Our flower sale was a huge success. 
Monies collected will help finance our mission trip next month to the Quad Cities. Please visit 
the rummage sale and get your car washed at the same time on Saturday, June 7th at Heaney 
Hall (Don’t forget the flea market the same day)

Youth Service will be held on Sunday, June 29th and Tuesday July 1st. Please support our 
young adults as they lead us in worship on these two days.

COST

-  Hotdog - Chips - Soda - Golf = $7.00
     (without Golf $3.00)

-  Pizza - Chips - Soda - Golf = $9.00
     (without Golf $5.00)
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Dear St. Mark Family,

So far basic training is challenging.  In the two weeks that I have been here I have done at least 200 push-ups. We march 
everywhere. When we go to chow their motto is, “swallow it now, and taste it later. “ We have like 5 minutes to eat. I went on my 
first road march with my M16/AZ and those rifles are heavy. We had to do land navigation in the middle of nowhere in three hours
and make it back. I scaled a victory tower. We climb up a small ladder to a 60 foot vertical wall and in a swill brace jump down the 
side. It was actually fun. Then we had to do all sorts of rope obstacles which I passed also. 

               This week is my first PT test and the gas chamber. Oh, I forgot: On our M16s we get bayonets. We got to stab dummies and 
slash them  We also got to use pugil sticks which look like giant q-tips to beat each other up. I had to take on a guy which I took 
down and my new nickname here is “little miss DOC.”

               I would love to get letters from everyone. My address is:

                              PFC Chicoine, Dianne V.
                               D.Co. 2/39 Infantry Regiment
                               4th Platoon “Head Hunters”
                                Fort Jackson, SC  29207     
                   I will be writing you all soon and I look forward to your letters.  God Bless.

                                                                                                               PFC Dianne Chicoine

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Please Note:

Midge Skora has moved. Her new address is:

         Phone: (708) 429-0165

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

PRAYER CLASS
Conversing With God II :

Praying Intentionally
with Vicar Justin

Sunday  11am - 12pm
June 8, 15, 22, 29 & July 6th

Tuesday 8pm -9pm

June 10, 17, 24, July 1 & 8

Tinley Court

16301 S. Brementowne Road

Room #67

Tinley Park, IL  60477
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

4 Wally Huscher, Dan Johnson

5 Anika Trygstad

7 Mike Oblak

8  Kacey Powers

9 Carol Ambrose, Megan Ruger

10  Lorraine Roshnagel

11 Lezley Zubaty, Samantha Craig, Noah Gunderson

12 Karen Hult, Katie Garlic, James Dixon Jr.

13 Garth Smith

14 Audrey Noonan

16  Oz Mencinsky, Kathy Otto

19 Florence Pearson, Robert Higdon, Kenlyn McMahon

21 Louise Rackelin

22 Vivian Falcone, Anne Johnson, Alyssa Horan

23 Maureen O’Meara, Matthew Neubauer

24 Michael Doeden

27 Marge Krause, Alma Fremarek

28 Jennifer Wilson


