Memos

MARCH, 2008

Loving God—Serving Others St. Mark Evangelical

Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
8:00 A.M Traditional
9:30 & 10:45 A.M. Contemporaryj

OPPORTUNITIES

Sunday

Sunday School 9:30 A.M.

LYO meets bi-monthly 5:00 P.N
Monday

Women's Bible Study 9-11:30 AM.
Karate Fellowship Hall 6:00 P.

Tuesday

Rockers (55+) 2nd & 4th Tues1:00 P.

Praise Hymn Rehearsal 7:00 P
South Suburban Council on Alcohol al
Drug Abuse Heaney Hall 6 t0 9:00P
Wednesday

Adult Bible Study 9:30-11:30 A.M.
Confirmation Class 7:00-8:15 P.
A.A.—Heaney Hall. 7:30 P.M.
Karate—Fellowship Hall 6:00 P.M.
Thursday

Bookfinders—2nd Thurs. 10:30 A.M.

Piecemaker Quilters
Council - 2nd Thursday of the month.
South Suburban Council on Alcohol a
Drug Abuse Heaney Hall 6 t0 9:00P!

Women's Bible Study 6:30 P.\
Friday

PADS 7:00 AM.-7:P.M
(October-April)

Karate—Fellowship Hall 6:00 P.

Web Site: stmarkworth.org

E-mail: stmarkworth@comcast.net
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PASTOR’S CORNER

)ear brothers and sisters in Christ,

There are a number of wonderful opportunities coming up in the
life of your church this spring time. Let me invite you to get your
calendar out, and look over the list.

Holy Week Healing Service

There will bea service of healing at 7 PMon the Wednesday of
Holy Week. (March 19)At this service we will once again offer an

opportunity for individuals to receive the laying on of hands and ip-

dividualized prayer and anointing with oil, as the scriptures pre-

scribe to us in James 5. While we will offer prayers at that time fq
- people with any kind of physical or mental ailment, this service

will be especially designed for people who struggle with can-
cer. The speakers for the evening will be people who have both
dealt with cancer in their own lives. If you know someone who st

fers from cancer, please consider inviting them to be a part of thip

worship service.
Kingdom Weekend Opportunity April 11-13
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Perhaps the greatest opportunity for spiritual and emotional grovgth

available at St. Mark is a retreat weekend that is offered once a

year. It is a chance for you to grow closer to God, and to enjoy the

warm fellowship and friendship of some wonderful Christians
brothers and sisters, some of whom you may not yet have met. |
be sure it will cost you some precious time, (26 waking hours to
exact ,compared with the 5,824 waking hours we all have

every year.)
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But | have to ask you: isn't God worth it? In a time when people are searching for places
where a small investment will yield a big return, a Kingdom Weekend is the best investment
opportunity | know of. If the Spirit is speaking to you about this opportunity, please call me
and | will be glad to talk with you about what a weekend involves.

Planning ahead

Please put the following dates on your calendar if they apply to you.

Parents of 1* through 6™ graders. We'll meet Sunday March 9 following the third service to
plan the coming year of KFC (Kids For Christ.) Come and bring your good ideas.

Parents of 7" and 8™ graders. Confirmation retreat is Friday and Saturday, May 2 and 3.
Please get your money in to me ASAP.

Parents of 4™ graders and others who have not yet received their first communion. We will
meet Sunday, April 6 immediately following the third service to plan the First Communion
Retreat which is scheduled for Friday, May 16, and first communion on Sunday, May 18.
Parents of 3" graders. First Bible training for kids and parents is scheduled for Saturday,
April 19" at 9 PM. Please put it on your calendar.

Remaining Lenten Schedule:

Meals (and they argreatmeals by the way) continue Wednesdays from 5 to 6:30 PM in the
fellowship hall. People are needed to bring food and to help clean up afterwards. The remail
der of the Lenten and Easter season schedule looks like this.

7 PM Wed. Mar 5: Lump" Is. 43:4

7 PM Wed. Mar 12 "Noise" Luke 5:16

7 PM Wed. Mar 19 Healing Service

Sun. Mar 16 Palm Sunday (regular worship times)

10 am & 7 PM Thurs. Mar 20 Maundy Thurs. Fri Mar 21

10 AM Fri Mar 21 Good Friday children's event

1PM & 7PM Mar 21 Good Friday Services

Sunday Mar 23 Easter Communion Services (regular times)

Please consider inviting a friend or neighbor to come with you to worship this Easter
time. "The fields are ripe, but the laborers are few."
Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Jay




Let us pray . ..

For the sick including Ken Gibson, Faith ldzik, Martha Weber, Katie Oberbeck, Claudia Manzello,
Diane Kuczera, Crystal Kuk, Debbie Bartosik, Hazel Trygstad, Dr. Dave Calandra, Ann Starr, the Woike
family, Dan Wenk, Iris Bullion, Bishop Mark Hansen, and Bishop Wayne N. Miller.

For the homebound including Laurretta Brinkman, James Nichols, Lorraine Roshnagel, Fred
Dietrich, Donna Gutierrez, Wally Huscher, Marie Augito, Dorothy Gavens, Bob Floral, Bonnie Stoffregen,
Diane Anetsberger and Jean Neubauer.

For the those who mourn including the friends and families of Lillian Kirpec and Diane Newquist.

For those serving in the military including Andrew Elsner, Christopher Freitag, Luke Bialcyk, Alvin
Dixon, and Ron Brasel.

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, | will answer; and while they are
yet speaking, | will hear. Isaiah 65:24

MEMBER PROFILE:
WALTER HUSCHER

Wally has been a member of St. Mark since the early 1980s and he regu-
larly attended church service until poor health kept him from doing so.
He is 77 years old and has lived in Crestwood for the last 47 years. His
childhood sweetheart and wife of 57 years, Ella, passed away last Octo-
ber. He raised 3 children, the oldest son Robert passed away at age 25,
his son Richard lives in Oak Lawn and daughter Lois Gibbs is a St. Mark
member, too.

Wally grew up in the Bridgeport neighborhood and attended Holy Cross
Lutheran Grade School and Kelly High School. He served in the Marines af-
ter high school. Wally was a member of the automobile mechanics union for
over 40 years and he retired from Rutledge Buick in Oak Lawn in 1994.
Now he enjoys watching classic movies on TV and listening to his favorite
weekly radio show on Sundays “Bruce and Kathy Karosa’s Polkas on Tour”e
show.

He would like to thank the St. Mark members for their prayers and
those special folks who remember him with calls, cards and visits. Wally
enjoys his visits with the vicar and Pastor Jay, family and friends.

His strong faith continues to sustain him through whatever the Good
Lord has in store for him.

Submitted by Lois Gibbs



THE VICAR'’S VOICE
by Vicar Justin Eller

RESURRECTION MEMORY ~——

This is the thirdnstallment on the holiness of memory. As always, if you have any questions or would like to further discuss
anyVicar’'s Voicethemes, my door is always open.

Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live," — John 11.25

“This | do in quiet ways, that on your lonely path, you may not walk alone.” — Howard Thurman

Most of us believe that thereeigerlastingdlife after an earthly death (John 3.16). But what happens to us when we die? What do
we believe lives on in the afterlife? While the Greek understanding of the immortality of the soul was taught throughout Christian
history, Martin Luther did away with the immortal soul and kept the Hebrew understanding of the resurrection of the body. Dr.
David Keck, professor at Ateneo de Manilla University in the Philippines, believes that since there is no separation between our
body and soul, remembering is the connection with the past which is open through memory. He lifts up the importance of remem-
bering that the soul is “the [central place] of God’s own loving, sustaining, healing, and resurrecting.”

Resurrection memory raises, or resurrects, the body and soul by connecting the past and present. The women at Easter, who
went to anoint Jesus after the crucifixion, remembered the life and death of Jesus and this was significant in his resurrection on Su
day. “Resurrectionism,” is quite different from resurrection memory as “resurrectionism” often leaps from Maundy Thursday to
Easter Sunday without believers walking through or remembering the cruel suffering of Friday and the vigil on Saturday. By not
taking the time to remember Friday and Saturday, we forget the hard truth and tragedy of Jesus’ death on the cross.

In a similar way, closing our eyes to the suffering or being in denial about a family member with Alzheimer’s or dementia fol-
lows this same pattern by jumping from what she/he was like before the dementia set in — to the hope after death. This movement
focuses on what the forgetful-ones use to be able to do and immediately transition into seeing the person as already dead. Wantin
to deny the loss of memory and abilities of elderly family members can lead close-family relatives to abandon them and proceed
through life as though the person with Alzheimer’'s was deceased. It becomes the responsibility and moral imperative of caregivers
be they family or not, to resurreghise up) the person with Alzheimer’s and their forgotten memories. Dr. Keck offers that it is not
the liberation, the struggle against the power of death, or the kingdom of God that are the central points of Alzheimer’s resurrection
but rather that it is about restoring the whole human body that is most important. He says, “The inescapable realities of Alzheimer’s
disease is that the bodiliness of all human persons as a gift from God cannot be conceived apart from the renewed bodies given to
in the resurrection.”

Pour out your grace, God of love, upon all suffering with Alzheimer’s and dementia. It is frustrating not to find a word; it is fearful
to lose one's memories. Raise them up by the power of divine and communal memory as we hold them in our hearts. In Christ's
name we pray. Amen.



Dear Parents of Elementary-age Kkids,

-

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, March 9, immediately following the third ”f”‘ ” \’
worship service, there will be a planning and brainstorming session for the w @‘ B )
coming year forKids For Christ, the youth group designed for your childref: = -

We’ll meet downstairs in the fellowship hall, share some pizza, and come up with a list of exciting
monthly events for your kids for next year.

You and your good ideas are needed to make this ministry work for your children, so pleaseA®in us
we will be buying pizza, | need to know how many people to order for, so would you please do me the favor c
calling the church office at 448-6555 and let me know if you are able (or not able) to attend this

gathering.
| appreciate your response and | look forward to working with you.

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Jay

LYO NEWS

Our ski trip last week-end was awesome! We all had fun and nobody got hurt!!

Coming up next will be the Easter breakfast. We are inviting absolutely everyone to come ar
enjoy breakfast on Easter Sunday, March 23rd, after the 8:00 and the 9:30 service. The mel
will consist of scrumptious sausage, perfect pancakes, and fabulous fruit. There are no ticke
to purchase but any donations will be greatly appreciated. Proceeds will go towards our up-
coming trip to Youthquake, a Christian youth retreat.

NEW TIME FOR MEETINGS: LYO will be meeting on Sunday, March 2nd and Sunday,
March 16th immediately after the 10:45 worship service (about 12:00). Bring your ideas and
snack to share.

Future activities include: Mission trip; car washes; plant sale and a ton of other cool stuff.
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HAPPY Mavich

Sarah Kuecher

Iris Bullion, Nicholas Polercky

Mary Minor, Cherie Zipp, Melinda Provost
Amanda Albrecht

Leatrice Korbel

Virginia Rogers, Alyce Kerkstra, Zachary Oleksy
William Baldauf

Michael Giera

Robert Campos, Dolores Danihel, Karli Oblak
Kyle Wattman

Rudy Starr, Judy Brinkman, Kristine Pena
Jacqueline Dietrich

John Hogel, Debbie Bartosik, Eric Czajkowski
Brian Oberbeck, Christopher Wilson

Wes Snyder

Patricia Jones, Karen Rames, Gina Pahr
Mandy Breen

Sandy Spence

Sami Khoury, Patrick Mannion

Susan Kleckowski, Katie Wojcik

Jane Collier

Gwen Dobslaw

BIRTHDAY!




