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MAY, 2008                Loving God—Serving Others                St. Mark Evangelical                                 
Lutheran Church

PASTOR’S CORNERWORSHIP SCHEDULE

    Sunday

    8:00 A.M    Traditional

    9:30 & 10:45 A.M.    Contemporary

OPPORTUNITIES

  Sunday                                            

Sunday School          9:30 A.M.                                      
LYO meets bi-monthly             5:00 P.M.                

  Monday                                        

 Karate  Fellowship Hall           6:00 P.M.

  Tuesday                                             

 Rockers (55+) 2nd & 4th Tues  1:00 P.M.                                                                  
Praise Hymn Rehearsal               7:00 P.M.  
South Suburban Council on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse             6:00 P.M. 

  Wednesday                    

Adult Bible Study 9:30-11:30 A.M. 
Confirmation Class    7:00-8:15 P.M. 
A.A.—Heaney Hall.            7:30 P.M.               
Karate—Fellowship Hall            6:00 P.M. 
Woman’s Bible Study                 6:30 P.M.

  Thursday                                               

Bookfinders—2nd Thurs.         10:30 A.M.  
Piecemaker Quilters                   9:30 A.M. 
Council  - 2nd Thursday of the month  
South Suburban Council on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse             6:00 P.M. 

  Friday                                                   

  PADS                    7:00 P.M.-7:A.M.     
(October-April)                                               
Karate—Fellowship Hall            6:00 P.M

**SUMMER WORSHIP** 
SCHEDULE  BEGINS 

MAY 25th

    Sunday Worship Services:         
8:00 and 9:30 A.M.            

Tuesday Night 7:00 P.M.  

Announcing St. Mark's Servants' Summit

What is a servants' summit?              

            The dictionary defines "summit" as a gathering of officials who are on the 
highest level of an organization. Jesus said, in his organization, the church, the great-
est and highest level would belong to the ones who serve.

This St Mark Servant Summit is not for people who want to tell our church what it 
should do or where it should go! Rather it is designed for people who care enough 
about their church to give of their time to serve God by actually serving in their 
church. Servants of every kind are welcome. Ushers, council members, greeters, 
bread getters, host/hostesses, Sunday School teachers, Praise Hymn mem-
bers, PADS workers, altar guild, committee members, money counters, intern sup-
port committee members, building and grounds workers, communion assistants, 
power point clickers, if you are serving in your church in any capacity, you are wel-
come and invited!

What will we do?

1. We will start by spending a little time getting to know each other a little better.

2. We will talk about the five principles of our church (Jesus is Lord, Everyone is 
welcome, Love changes people, Everyone has something to offer, and Our world 
needs what we have.) and how they can and should inform every decision we make 
as a church.

3. We'll have lunch together.

4. We will talk about our  church's vision (Our vision statement is printed on a ban-
ner at the rear of our sanctuary. It reads, "We are becoming a community of love 
so compelling that people are drawn in and transformed, so they can change 
their world.") We'll do some brainstorming as to how that vision statement can in-
form and guide our decisions.
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5. We'll hear for the first time the results of the 2nd Natural Church Development survey that will have been 
recently completed by 31 of our active members chosen randomly. The survey will reveal what our area of 
greatest weakness is as a church so that we can focus for the next 12 months on making that area a strength. 
We'll talk about how best to do that.

6. We will not gather as a decision making body. That is, the council, boards, and ministry teams of the con-
gregation will continue to lead us and make the daily decisions for our church , but it is my hope and expecta-
tion that if enough of us participate in this summit, the conversations we have on that day, and the recommen-
dation we make together will shape and affect the life and ministry of our church for years to come.

Where and when?  We'll meet at church at 8:30 AM Sat. May 31 and car pool to Techny Towers, a 
beautiful retreat center about 40 minutes north just off 294.

How much?  Depending on attendance, there may be a small cost for the meal.

Where do I sign up? There is a sign up sheet in the church narthex.  Please  sign up A.S.A.P. so we 
know how many reservations to make for lunch.

I know giving a Saturday morning in May is a big sacrifice, but I sincerely hope you will think and pray 
about being a part of this big day in the life of our church.

                                                                                                                         Your brother in Christ,

                                                                                                                                                                               Pastor Jay

“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””

Let us pray . . .

For  Jack Bretall, Judy Brinkman, Ubaldo Bivian, Brad Fry and family, Gerry Kuech, Ron Reda, Joe 
Pizzo, the Frances Voit family, Ruth Thoele, Kyle Holley, Sandra Starr, Sherri Orr, Carl Flaws, John Marsic, 
Linda Macak, Carol Ambrose, Joe and Paulette Roberts, the Leona Wolski family, Debbie Bartosik, Hazel 
Trygstad, Ann Starr, the Woike family, Dan Wenk, Iris Bullion, Bishop Mark Hansen, and Bishop Wayne N. 
Miller.

For the homebound including Laurretta Brinkman, James Nichols, Lorraine Roshnagel, Fred Dietrich, 
Donna Gutierrez, Wally Huscher, Marie Augito, Dorothy Gavens, Bob Floral, Bonnie Stoffregen,  Diane 
Anetsberger and Jean Neubauer.

For those serving in the military including Andrew Elsner, Christopher Freitag, Luke Bialcyk, Alvin 
Dixon, Jeremy Hermes and Ron Brasel.

 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, 

I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, 

I will hear.  Isaiah 65:24 
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THE VICAR’S VOICE

ECCLESIOLOGICAL  MEMORY

This is the fifth installment on the holiness of memory. Ecclesiology (ecclesi-ology) means the study of (-ology) the church 
(ecclesia), but is often used to describe the realm or reach of the church.  We get the word “church” from the Greek word ekklesia. 
As always, if you have any questions or would like to further discuss any Vicar’s Voice themes, my door is always open.  

“Woman, behold your son.” Then [Jesus] says to the disciple: “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour, the 
disciple took her into his own home.” – John 19.26-27

“This I do in quiet ways, that on your lonely path, you may not walk alone.” – Howard Thurman

The church is the inheritors of memories of the past and as heirs it’s also our responsibility to pass on 
memories. This occurs when the church becomes the storyteller, collector, or photographer of histories.  Joy 
Philip, Ph.D student at LSTC, suggests, “Heirs have the responsibility to ensure that their inheritance is passed 
on.”  The church, as the community of believers, remembers culture and traditions from generations past.  
With an ability to remember, the church can also remember its members and their memories, passing those 
along to later generations of believers.  Caregivers of elderly adults with Alzheimer’s are called to do this same 
passing of the inheritance when they remember those to whom they care for.  Dr. Stephen Sapp, Associate Pro-
fessor of Religious studies at the University of Miami, Florida, speaks to this communal memory: “Caregivers 
can be not only givers of care, but bestowers of a kind of immortality by recalling for others around them what 
the person with Alzheimer’s disease no longer can recall in order to strengthen the remembering of that person 
and to keep his or her role in the story of the community alive in the corporate memory.”

Within the function of the church, remembering as part of liturgy and worship is foundational in keep-
ing alive the memory of those gathered, past and present, and is a stand in unity with all those people whose 
names arwritten in the book of life. The church in its communal nature has a responsibility to remember its 
members and the “others” who are not members, especially those people whose names are written in the book 
of life. The church in its communal nature has a responsibility to remember its members and the “others” who 
are not members, especially those in the community who have been forgotten because they forget.  Dr. Sapp 
goes on to say that “the collective memory tradition is central to our Jewish-Christian faith as a self-
understanding” and is significant in Lutheranism as the sacrament of Holy Communion is precisely a collec-
tive belief in the real presence of Jesus Christ through the remembrance of his life, death, and resurrection.

Methodist Pastor Eileen Shamy references that in baptism the congregation makes a promise to provide 
for the spiritual well-being and faith nurture of the newly baptized member.  In making the promise, there is no 
designated maximum age which ends this promise.  When baptized members can no longer remember for 
themselves, then it becomes the responsibility of the faith family to remember for them. She points out that, 
“as children of a compassionate God, we are called to love our neighbor and it’s our task to re-member each 
person into the place where she or he truly belongs, into the community of God’s people.”  You see the church 
is made up of you and me and we are entrusted to care for every member, whether they can remember or not.  
And it’s through the family of God, the church, that Jesus takes care of and remembers us!

~~God of stories, you have called us into one body, the church, through your Son Jesus as our head.  Grant us the courage to lift up 
in prayer and thanksgiving those who forget, so that we can embody your restoring remembrance. In Jesus holy name we pray. 

Amen.
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Southwest Highway will be closed from 95th Street to the Cal Sag this Sunday. If you come to church this 
way, you may need to find an alternate route home.

The Next St. Mark Flea Market / Craft Fair/ Car Wash will be held on June 1. Please come out and sup-
port this great fundraisers and pick up some fantastic  one-of –a—kind treasures at a bargain price! 

Next Sunday, May 11th, is Mother's Day. The flowers you purchased through the LYO will be available 
for pick up. If you haven't already done so, you have one more Sunday to place your order.

The summer worship schedule will begin Memorial Weekend, May 25th, with two services on Sunday 
morning, 8am and 9:30am and a Tuesday evening service at 7pm.

The Youth Group will be meeting Sunday at 11:45am in Heaney Hall for a discussion group.

Leadership retreat / "St. Mark Servants’ Summit" is set for Saturday, May 31st from 9am to 2pm. Any-
one serving St. Mark in any capacity is invited to participate. Look for the sign up board in the narthex.

A member is looking for girls clothing for18 months old and older (sleepers in particular) and shoes. She 
also needs any kind of kids books and sand box toys. If you have any of these items, please call Debbie at 
708-903-0627.

If you know of any High School and College graduates who are members of St. Mark, (or children of 
members), please call the church office with their name and address. We would like to recognize them. 

There is a KFC event on May 16th. We will be going to the premier showing of Prince Caspian (2nd of the 
Narnia Chronicles). A sign up sheet is in the narthex.

First Communion for 10 year olds is coming up soon. If you know of a 10 year old (or older) who has not 
yet made their first communion, please contact the church office. 

St. Mark PROM is Saturday, May 17th from 7pm to 9pm. Dust off those dancing shoes, put on your glad 
rags and join us for a swinging time. Please sign up in the narthex.

Ever feel like you are missing something important?

A.C.E*. can help!

*Coming soon to this Lutheran church near you.

Inch by inch and row by row—We’re gonna help this garden grow . . . 

And if you’d like to help please join us on planting day, May 17th (rain date-May 18th after church).
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LYO NEWS

For those of you who ordered flowers from the LYO sale please remember to pick them up on 
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11th.

YouthQuake was a blast! Thanks so much for supporting our fundraisers. Our next big activity 
will be our mission trip. We will be spending a week at the Quad Cities working on community  
projects.

Watch this space for info on our upcoming activities. 

Thank you!
     Words cannot express how grateful my family and I are for all that St. Mark Church did for our mother.  
Everyone at St. Mark took her into their church and their hearts. My mother always felt welcome and at home 
when she was at St. Mark Church.

      Although we miss her everyday, we find comfort in knowing she is with God, resting in peace and no 
longer suffering. 

     Thank you for helping guide my mother into eternal peace and helping her grow in her faith. Peace be with 
you and everyone at St. Mark,

 Candise Grossi and the family of Lillian Kirpec.

==============================================================================

Dear Partners in Mission,

     JOY! JOY!JOY! Your recent very generous donations along with government and FEMA staples will feed 
hungry children of God this month. You are a continued blessing to so many in true need. Your partners in 
mission extend our heartfelt thanks on behalf of our clients and their families in Jesus’ name.

Blessings to you all!

                                                                              United Methodist Food Pantry       
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Thank you!
     Seven years ago, at Pastor Jay’s urging, we started a program at St. Mark to help the homeless in our area. 
Pastor Jay approached me about heading the program. I went to a couple of churches to see how it all 
worked and what it consisted of. I got to know a few of the people we served and felt a great sense of com-
passion for them. 

    We discovered that the reasons for homelessness are many: loss of a job, loss of a home, abandonment, 
break-up of a marriage, addictions etc. Once we had a dad come in with 4 kids. His wife had left the family 
and cleaned out the bank account. He and the children were left with literally the clothes on their backs and 
not much else. Many of our guests are victims of job loss, most notably Harry, who eventually joined St. 
Mark. I can still remember how happy he was when he got his first Social Security check. Harry has gone to 
his eternal home now but those of us who knew him will never forget him. We also had a situation occur 
where a pregnant mom gave birth and 10 days later was at our shelter along with her newborn baby boy.  In 
the past few years we have seen more homeless than ever.

    Sacred Heart Catholic church joined us a few years ago and were so enthused with the program that they 
opened their own site and we now share our Friday night guests. Many other churches have helped us as well 
including: Worth Methodist, New Beginnings, and All Saints Lutheran from Orland Park, in addition to sev-
eral others. We have also had several individuals, both churched and unchurched, volunteer, not to mention  
school groups, scout groups and teens needing community service hours.

     I would especially like to express my gratitude to all those from St. Mark who gave their time, talents and 
financial assistance in so many ways to help and comfort the homeless. Thank you all so much for support-
ing and sustaining this mission. I would particularly like to thank Laura Andrews who as co-site manager has 
done so much to help make the program a success. It has truly been a blessing working with her. 

     This was my last year as site manager.  I cannot stress enough how grateful I am to have been a part of 
PADS. I feel honored to have had this opportunity and will always remember the people I worked with, both 
volunteers and guests.

     Brian Gajeski has graciously consented to take on the PADS program at St. Mark and I know we all wish 
him well and want him to know that we are all here to help when he needs us. 

                                                                                                   Thank you,

                                                       Rich Otto
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MAY your birthday be blessed!

 1   Darryll Pfluegner

3 Jessica Provost

4 Sue Albrecht, MaryAnn Moldovan

6 Debbie Rubino, Jayson Starr

7 Tina Krueger, Steven Leitelt

8 Theresa Keiner, Tim Novak

10 Robert Floral, Carolyn Williams, Kenneth George, Liz Schultz

12 Crystal Kuk

13 Bonnie Stoffragen, Kristie Oblak

14  Katie Barry, Manual Lopez

15 Our fearless leader, shepherd of our flock, the one and only : Pastor Jay Trygstad!!!

16 Valerie Angstrom, Allen Karaus, Aubrey Skold

17 Ubaldo Bivian, Tricia Wilson

18 Christy Malinowski

20 Eileen Brewer

21 Morgan Crowley

22 Pat Nuebauer, Sue Muersch, Ashley Shake, Vernon Cole

24 Elaine Maurer, Suzanne Noonan, Dylan Rivera

25 Patti Oberbeck

28 Carl Flaws, Dawn Skold, Cassidy Oleksy

29 Mildred Dietrich, Bruce Shake, MaryJo Shepard

30 Tim Kaptur

31 Susan Baldauf, Amy Miskovic, Stevie Lontka
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Wednesday April 23—God’s Daily Promises

This week's promise: The gift of salvation

An interruption or divine appointment?

[The Lord said,] "I have made you a light to the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the furthest corners of the earth." When the 
Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked the Lord for his message; and all who were appointed to eternal life 
became believers. 

Acts 13:47-48 NLT 
Jesus wants us to see that neighbor next door or the people sitting next to us on a plane or in a classroom are not interruptions to 
our schedule. They are there by divine appointment. Jesus wants you to see their needs, their loneliness, their longings, and he
wants to give us the courage to reach out to the them. 
Rebecca Manley Pippert

Appointed to eternal life

When I read this verse, I am reminded that there are people around us whom God is pursuing. It may be the 
teenager down the street, a lonely coworker, a weary single parent, or even someone standing next to you in 
line at the bank. The world is full of men and women who have been crying out to God in the quiet desperation 
of their hearts or in the darkness of a long night. God has been working in their lives and stirring a desire for 
him. He wants to use us to be a light to them and bring them the good news of hope in Jesus Christ. Ask that 
his Spirit would show you those in your neighborhood or workplace who need to be the recipients of your 
prayers. He will help you to build relationships with them and be a vessel through whom God can share his 
love.

LORD, show me those in my neighborhood, my circle of friends, and my family that you want me to pray for 
and build relationships with. They may be the very people you have appointed to eternal life. Equip me to be a 
light to those who don't know you and to love them for Christ's sake.

God's Daily Promises <godsdailypromises@leftbehindprophecy.com>

If you have an item for the June Memos, please get it to me by May 25th. You may put it in the 
Memos box at church or email it to: ottowoman16@yahoo.com


